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RECENT LEGAL LITERATURE 229 

A Practical Treatise on the Law of Receivers as applicable to Individuals, 
Partnerships and Corporations, with extended consideration of 
receivers of railways and in proceedings in bankruptcy. By William 
A. Alderson, of the Los Angeles Bar. New York: Baker, Voorhis 
& Company, 1905, pp. lxxi, 956. 

Mr. Alderson anticipates the question every prospective purchaser of a 
law book is apt to ask, and states in his preface why he wrote this book. In 
1897 he was commissioned by the publishers, he says, to revise and rewrite 
Mr. Beach's work on Receivers, the first edition of which appeared in 1887. 
The efficiency of his work, done under this commission, is attested by the fact 
that the publishers, after reading his manuscript, desired, inasmuch as the 
new edition would be practically a new book, that it should be published 
under the title, "Alderson on Receivers," but the author advising against this 
course the work was published in 1897 under the title "Beach on Receivers, 
Alderson's Edition." 

The work which is the subject of this review is the result of another com- 
mission to the author, to furnish the profession with a treatise on the subject 
of Receivers complete in all its phases up to the time of its publication. 

"Alderson on Receivers" is a volume of more than a thousand pages, 
with a full analytical table of contents, a table of cited cases in the usual form, 
reaching about four thousand in number, and a complete index to subjects. 
It combines in a marked degree the essentials of a text book for the student 
and a practice book for the lawyer. It is, under the circumstances of its 
preparation, as above indicated, the joint product of two writers specially 
qualified to furnish a valuable exposition of the subjects treated. 

On the whole, Mr. Alderson has succeeded, in the opinion of the writer of 
this review, in producing a very meritorious treatise on the increasingly 
important subject of Receivers. It has its defects and weaknesses, without 
doubt, but, compared with its merits, they are inconspicuous. The work will 
justify the assertion that its author has discussed the general principles of the 
subject in such a way as to appeal to the earnest student, and has stated the 
rules in terms of the decisions and referred to the authorities in such a way 
as to make the practitioner's preparation on any phase of the law or procedure 
relating to Receivers the easier and surer. The practitioner who acquaints 
himself with the merits of this work will not be willing to do without it. 

R. E. B. 



Reviews of the following works will be published in later issues : 

Chancery Practice, including forms. By John G. Henderson. 

A Treatise on the Principles and Practice of the Action of Ejectment. 
By George W. Warvelle. 

The Law of Landlord and Tenant. By Leonard A. Jones. 
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The Rule Against Perpetuities (Second Edition). By John Chipman Gray. 

The Foundations of Legal Liability (3 Vols.)- By Thomas Atkins Street. 

Due Process of Law Under the Federal Constitution. By Lucius Polk 
McGehee. 

Modern Business Corporations. By William Allen Wood. 

A Treatise on the Law Governing Nuisances. By Joseph A. Joyce and 
Howard J. Joyce. 

Foibles of the Bar. By Henry S. Wilcox. 

Snyder's Interstate Commerce Act and Federal Anti-Trust Laws (Sup- 
plement). By William L. Snyder. 



